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SHANGHAI REPORT 


A European who had been in business in Shanghai came to Hong Kong about the first of 
February on his way home, While there he was interviewed by a missionary about conditions 
in Shanghai, and the following is a summary of his statement: 


About the only group that is still enthusiastic for the Communist government is the student 
group, Farmers are worse off than before, and so are business people, They hope there will be 
war with America over the Formosa issue, as that would give them an opportunity to throw off 
the Communist yoke. Labor unions are allowed to squeeze private firms dry, but once a firm 
is taken over by the government the unions are told that now they are working for the people dnd 
they must be satisfied with less wages. 


He had a short wave radio, but he did not listen much to the Voice of America, preferring 
“the saner news of the BBC’’, There are no money exchange shops left in Shanghai, but one 
an sell US notes or gold bars at any time to the Bank of China, with no questions asked, All 


ark clubs have been closed, but dances on Saturday night are very popular, The Russian at- 


mosphere of Avenue Joffre has disappeared, and most of the cafes there have been closed, The 
censorship of letters is very unobtrusive, but there is evidence that some of them at least have 
been read by the police, There are almost no cars in Shanghai. ‘‘Except for the ‘rush hours’, 
when one may see one or two cars, one can look along the whole street outside the Foreign 
Y.M.C.A, (Nanking Road) without seeing a single car,*’ Gasoline is about US 3.50 a gallon, 


The Foreign Y is used as a hostel for government people passing through Shanghai. He had 
not visited the Chinese Y's, but believed they were keeping up their activities. The Commu- 
nity Church is keeping up its attendance, but he says that ‘*no foreigners attend for the simple 
reason that there are no foreign services,** that is, no services except in the Chinese language. 
He heard the Chinese oratorio in Moore Memorial Church at Christmas time and was greatly 
impressed, He credits the composition of it to Chao Mei-pa instead of to Gershom Ma, as our 
previous report had it. 1 am more inclined to credit our first source of information, and think 
that perhaps this man mistook the conductor for the composer. 


The Government has used two ways to get churches to join the ‘‘Reform’’ movement, One 
is by persuasion, and the other is by the pocketbook, An unreformed church has to pay heavy 
land taxes, and if these are not paid promptly, there is a fine of 1/2% per day, Financially 
therefore a church can exist only if it ‘‘reforms’’, for then it either pays no taxes, or the taxes 
are reduced to a minimum, 


He reports an incident which he thinks is illustrative of Communist thinking. Some Chi- 
nese musicians went recently to Belgrade to take part in a music festival. One of the Chinese 
musicians on returning to Shanghai told one of his friends in confidence, that they were strictly 
instructed to keep among themselves, and not say a word to the representatives from the other 
countries, 
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MISSION BULLETIN, MARCH 


The Mission Bulletin is the monthly magazine put out by the Roman Catholics in Hong © 
Kong, The March number has an article by Father Albert Sohier, a Belgian priest who arrived 


_in Hong Kong in November 1954 after more than three years in a Peking prison, He was tor- 


tured cruelly in the prison, Finally in the beating his back was broken, with the result that his 
legs became paralyzed, He was then left lying on a hard bed until his body was covered with 
sores, 


Figures compiled in Hong Kong indicate that 233 Chinese priests, including two bishops, 
are now in prison, and also 16 brothers and two sisters, 


According to the Yangtze Daily of Hankow, four Catholics were executed there in Decem- 
ber, 1954, Sze Hsin-chang, acting bishop of Wuchang Diocese, Yang Shao-hwei, priest of the 
Hankow Cathedral, Chen Liang-tso, priest of the Wuchang diocese and rector of the regional 
seminary, and Li Pei-lu, an official of the Legion of Mary in Wuchang. The editor added that 
they had not received confirmation of the executions, The persons named are well-known 
among missioners from the Hankow area, 


In the book review section, a Chinese Version of the Old Testament, in eight volumes is 
announced, The version is said to be based on the original Hebrew and Aramaic text, Chiang 
Wen-yeh's Melodiae Psalmorum has been reprinted in Hong Kong in two volumes, 


THE KAO KANG = JAO SHU-SHIH CASE 


That Kao Kang and Jao Shuh-shih headed up an ‘‘anti-party alliance”’ is the story that has 
been given out to the Chinese people by the Communist press. A National Conference of the 
Communist Party in China met in Peking March 21-31, and Teng Hsiao-ping reported for the 
Central Committee on this treasonous alliance, A communique issued on April 4 stated that 
all present agreed with his report, Although Kao had by this.time committed suicide, he was 
formally expelled from the Party, as was also Jao, Seven others are also named, against whom 
action was taken, and it is evident that fears are entertained that the conspiracy is very wide- 
spread, as carefully controlled Control Committees have been set up to supervise the personnel 
and activities of all Communist organizations, down to the local level. 

a 

The charge is that Kao attempted to seize supreme power in the Party and the state. The 
plot was discovered and put down as far back as in 1953, but details of it have been kept secret 
previously, The resolution of the National Conference, adopted on March 31, reads in part as 
follows; Kao raised the absurd theory that our Party consists of two parties - one the so-called 
party of the revolutionary bases and the army, the other the so-called party of white areas, and 
that the Party was created by the army. He claimed himself as the representative of the so- 
called party of the revolutionary bases and the army, and should hold the major authority; that 
the Central Committee of the Party and the Government should therefore be reorganized in ac- 
cordance with his plan, and that he himself should for the time being be General Secretary or 
Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee of the Party and the Premier of the State Council. 


THE PROSPECTS FOR COMMUNIST CHINA 


This very scholarly survey of social, economic and political conditions in Communist China 
is the joint result of a whole group of research workers at The Center for International! Studies of 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, but primarily by YW. ow in collaboration with 
Richard W, Hatch, Frank A, Kierman, Jr., and Alexander Eckstein, It was published in 1954 
by John Wiley and Sons, New York, at $5.00, 


The sixteen chapters are divided into six parts: first a review of the history from 1840 to 
1949; secondly, the evolution of Communist policy from 1949 to 1954; thirdly, a study of the 
Chinese Communist regime and the people it rules; fourthly, a study of Sino-Soviet relations; 
fifthly, on Communist power and the Chinese economy; and finally a summary chapter on the 
prospects for Communist China, The author states that the book attempts to answer these five 
questions: 1, What are the operative motivations of the Chinese Communist regime? (I sup- 
pose that means, what makes it tick?) 2, What are its current intentions with respect to the © 


+ 
< 
al 
| 
7 
§ 


is 
l 


society of the mainland and to the external world? 3, What problems does it confront in achiev- 
its purposes? 4, What is the likelihood of Chinese Communist success or failure,. in terms of 
Sf regime's apparent objectives? 5. What are the prospects for change in Chinese’ Communist 
saciety over the foreseeable future? The authors have not attempted any categorical answer to 
questions 4 and 5, but they have succeeded in analysing very thoroughly the conditions that might 
make for success or failure, and find that a significant part of those contingencies depends upon 
the action of the free world, that is, that a wise and vigorous policy on the part of the free na- 
tions might weaken the propaganda appeal and finally lead to the downfall of Communist power, 


The statements made here about conditions inside China are very solidly based, The au- 
thors have had access to files of such newspapers as the Peiping People's Daily, and quote con- 
stantly from the articles and editorials in these newspapers to establish their points, Incidentally 


. the 48-page annotated bibliography with which the book closes is the most complete on this sub- 


ject which I have ever seen, Even our humble Bulletin gets included, though it is erroneously 
called a monthly! 


This is a thoroughly competent book, and I can recéjmend it unreservedly. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Alec Yule, Australian Presbyterian formerly working in Peiping and Amoy, is now pastor 
of a home missions church in Victoria, Australia, 


Recent deaths: Mrs. Loren Morgan, formerly doctor in the Methodist Hospital in Wuhu, 
March 10, 


Rev. G. Nystrom, who accompanied U.N, Secretary Dag Hammerskjold to Peking as intet- 
preter, was invited by Chou En-lai to return to China as a missionary, Mr. Nystrom went to 
Hupeh in 1924 as a missionary of the Swedish Missionary Society. Whether this invitation is a 
bona fide one or was simply made for the purposes of propaganda without intention of implemen- ~ 
tation remains to be seen, If the former, it is possible that a few ‘‘progressive’’ missionaries 

m certain selected countries (not including Americal) may be allowed to return to China 
ithin not too distant a future. 
pe 

Nine Roman Catholic priests, one brother and eight sisters were expelled from Communist 
China in March, leaving only 54 Catholic missionaries still in that country: four bishops, 33 
priests, 16 sisters and a brother. Three of the four bishops are American, They are Bishop 
James Edward Walsh of Cumberland, Md., still at liberty in Shanghai, Bishop Frederick A, 
Donaghy of New Bedford, Mass,, under house detention in Wuchow, and Bishop Henry Andrew 
Pinger of Lindsay, Neb., in prison in Shantung, The fourth, Bishop Alphonse Maria Corrado 
Ferroni of Rome, Italy, is also in prison, Eighteen of the 33 priests are in prison, 14 of them 
being Americans, 


CHURCH NEWS 


Miss Ruby Sia, well known worker in the Methodist Church, Foochow, died in Shanghai on 
January 24. No other details are available, 


Any of our readers who would like to keep up their reading of Chinese are invited to send 
two dollars to Tao Feng, 1 30 Morningside Drive, New York 27, N.Y., for a year's subscription 
to Tao Feng. a monthly magazine published by Chinese Christian leaders in this city, It will 
keep you in touch with the thinking of educated Christian Chinese in the United States, 


SCHOOL NEWS 


The Peking Daily reported on March 27 that almost I ,000 students from foreign countries 
are now studying in China, They come from the Soviet Union, the People’s Democracies, Fin- 
land, India and Indonesia, They are enrolled in 74 different universities, colleges or technical 
schools, Most of those from Eastern Europe are studying Chinese literature, history and art, The 
students are given a one or two year preparatory course in Chinese before beginning their college 
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50,000 etey students and 120,000 middle school students in Peking had spring | 


terror fostered by Communist China, Dr, Lin has stated that he was forced to resign 
as Chancellor of the projected Nanyang University because Peiping had ordered it. 


RAL NEWS 

There are 24 countries which have established diplomatic relations with the Peiping regime. 
In chronological order of this establishment, these are; USSR, Bulgaria, Rumania, Hungary, 
North Korea, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Mongolian People’s Republic, East Germany, Albania, 
Burma, India, Vietnam, Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland, Indonesia, Finland, Pakistan, United 
Kingdom, Norway, The Netherlands, Yugoslavia, and Afghanistan, In addition Ceylon and 
Israel have recognized the People’s Republic of China, 

That the influence of Hu Shih’s thinking is still strong in China is evident from a news 
item from Peking dated January 22, Academic and cultura! circles there have begun a criti- 
cism of Hu Shih’s reactionary political thought. The discussions were based on an article by 
Hou Wai-lu on **Hu Shih’s Reactionary Political Thought in the Last 40 Years,'’ 

According to news from Hong Kong, the authorities there decided last winter to deport 120 
undesirable Chinese to China, When the Communist government refused to allow them into 
the country, the Hong Kong authorities left them on a desert island outside British waters, Fif- 
teen of them succeeded in escaping to Macao, but the other 105 were still on the island in the 
middle of February, and facing starvation, Various religious organizations in Hong Kong were 
considering what they could do to relieve their plight. 

Shao Li-tzu published an article in the Peking + Ming Jih Pao for Dec, 19, 1954 
favoring birth control, He had already advocated it at the first session of the First National 
People's Congress, and in this article he claims that many people agree with him. 

134 new agrotechnical stations are being opened in Sinkiang. Over a thousand technicians 
are being sent there to direct the work of these stations. 

Over 90% of the industrial production of Shanghai in 1954 came from state-operated or 
controlled companies, Less than 10% was individually produced and marketed. 

On February 1 the Peking China Youth News announced that from that date on, the type 
their newspaper would all be set horizontally. Their announcement justifies this change by 
saying that psychologically our eyes are made to travel sideways more readily than up and down, 

A Chinese pianist, Fu Tsung, won third prize in the firth international Chopin Piano Con- 
test which was held in Warsaw in March, He was also awarded a prize as the best performer of 
the Chopin mazurkas, A Pole won first prize and a Russian second. 

The completion of the first bridge over the Lhasa River in Tibet was announced on April 9. 
This bridge, near Lhasa, is the last and longest bridge on the 2,225 kilometer highway into 
Tibet from the Chinese province of Sikang. 

On December 21, 1954, the Shanghai Liberation Daily announced that Lu Chen-chung, 
high Shanghai official, had been expelled from the Party and handed over to the courts for 
punishment, He had an older brother who was listed as a reactionary and landlord, and Chen- 
chung's crime seems to have been that of attempting to protect his brother from punishment. 
The editor admits that Lu Chen-chung is a veteran Party member, with a revolutionary record, 
Nevertheless this is not enough, ‘‘Our Party rigidly demands of each member that he be wholly 
loyal to and frank with the Party.’* What punishment was meted out to him is not stated. 

By March 31, 80% of the old currency in China had been exchanged for the new, at the rate 
of one to 10,000, After April 1, the larger denominations of the old currency no longer circu- 
lated, but could be exchanged at banks until the end of the month, NCNA claims that the 
changeover took place without any unsettling effect. 


PRAYER FOR TRUE FELLOWSHIP IN CHRIST 
Almighty God, by whose Spirit we are all baptized into one body, where all are members one 
of another; grant that in these days of separation the bonds which unite us to our fellow Chris- 
tians in China may not be broken, Though in the sight of the world we are no longer one, let 
not distress or tribulation separate us from the love of Christ, in which we all are alike par- 
takers and through which we see beyond the darkness of this hour to a brighter day. Grant this, 
O Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour, Amen, 


Prayers for China; 1954 () 
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teachefs and students in Chinese schools in Singapore have lived in an atmosphere of intimida- 
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